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 BFI Doc Society Fund 2023 - 2026 

Full Application 

Released: 28/07/2023 

 
Welcome to the Full Application form. You have been invited to complete this form 

following our review of your expression of interest. You can save your progress as 

you answer the questions and go back and review your answers at any time. The 

word limit is a maximum, not a requirement. If you are completing the form using 

audio or video, the time limits for each question are an estimated guide. You need to 

submit the completed form within four weeks of having been invited to fill it out and 

you will not be able to edit any questions answered in your EOI - these are read only.  

 

DETAILED APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Please be aware - each section of this form must be fully completed before you can 

save and move onto another section, if you navigate away from this section before you 

have fully filled all required questions, your responses will be deleted. 

* Key Creative Personnel  

Provide brief biographies for the director(s), the producer(s), and if attached, 

cinematographer, and/or editor. For each key creative team member, include 

information about relevant expertise and the individual’s role in the project. Bullet-list 

names and titles of any confirmed advisors who are attached. 

 

 

Max 800 words / 2 min 30 sec 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 
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* Director's Prior work 

We encourage applicants to include a link to a previous work (any length or genre) 

by the director. Emerging filmmakers with no previous directing experience may 

also apply without a previous directing sample although we would like to see 

examples of previous work in a related field. Discuss the relevance of the work to 

the current project. If the current project is a departure from the previous work, 

how will this film differ? 

 

 

Max 200 words /1 min 30 sec + samples of work any length.  

 

Upload Samples + Audio or Video upload alternative available for this answer 

 

 

 

DETAILED PROJECT INFORMATION 

Please be aware - each section of this form must be fully completed before you can 

save and move onto another section, if you navigate away from this section before 

you have fully filled all required questions your responses will be deleted 

 

* Funding Outcomes  

Please select which of the outcomes from the BFI National Lottery strategic 

framework your project will address. Select as many as apply. 

 

[  ]  Children and young people are empowered to develop their own relationships 
with a wider range of screen culture, including through education 

[  ]  People across the UK can access a wider choice of film and the moving 
image including stories that reflect their lives 

[  ]  Funding helps to tackle social, economic, and geographic barriers for screen 
audiences in new and effective ways 

[  ]  More people can engage with heritage collections that better reflect the 
diversity of the UK 
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[  ]  More people understand how to express their creativity through stories on 
screen, including children and young people 

[  ]  Creative talent is supported and nurtured, as they emerge and throughout 
their careers 

[  ]  People are better enabled to innovate and experiment creatively 

[  ]  A wider range of stories are told that otherwise wouldn't be 

[  ]  Equitable and more visible routes into the sector for people of all ages 

[  ]  People from under-represented groups across the UK can access the support 
they need to develop their careers and skills 

[  ]  Workforce retention is improved by building inclusive, flexible and supportive 
workplaces 

[  ]  Vital skills for the sector that cannot be delivered by the commercial market 
are developed 

[  ]  Better support available for small and medium-sized enterprises and 
independents to develop their businesses 

[  ]  An increase in the international engagement and reach of the UK screen 
sector 

[  ]  Evidence-based insight and analysis of the screen sector is readily available 
to all, supporting organisations and driving policymaking 

[  ]  Screen organisations have significantly reduced their carbon footprint 
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* Topic Summary 

Explain the relevant cultural, historical, political, or social context for the project. 

Detail the topics, issues, themes, challenges, stakes, or questions that your 

project will cover.  

 

Max 500 words / 4 minutes  

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 

  

* Artistic Approach 

Describe your creative vision for the finished project. What are the visual and audio 

elements that will bring your project to life? Explain your intended use of artistic 

devices or any particular creative approach that informs the storytelling (e.g., 

animations, re-creations, transitions) 

 

 

Max 500 words / 4 mins 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 
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VISUAL MATERIALS 

Please be aware - each section of this form must be fully completed before you can 

save and move onto another section, if you navigate away from this section before 

you have fully filled all required questions your responses will be deleted. 

* Treatment or Pitch Deck 

 

Upload files here 

 

Current sample/ rough cut 

Development applicants are encouraged (but not required) to include visual material 

such as scene selects, teasers or other edited footage). Production applicants are 

encouraged to submit a sample between 10 to 20 minutes. The sample should 

demonstrate your access to characters, visual treatment, and the developing tone 

and style. We encourage applicants to submit a complete scene that provides the 

viewer insight into the team’s ability to communicate their intention. Post-production 

applications require a sample that demonstrates access to characters, story arc or 

concept, and visual treatment. If available, a rough cut may be submitted. You can 

upload your files in the box below of add links in the text box. 

 

Upload files here 
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ACCOUNTABILITY 

Please be aware - each section of this form must be fully completed before you can 

save and move onto another section, if you navigate away from this section before 

you have fully filled all required questions your responses will be deleted. 

* Accountability 

If relevant, describe your relationship with the participants or community being 

filmed? What are your processes of accountability, including consent, transparency, 

feedback, and any other steps being taken to ensure the participants or communities 

that are featured in your project have agency in the filmmaking process, from pre-

production through distribution? 

 

 

Max 250 words / 2 mins  

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 

 

* Power and positionality 

What is your power and positionality in relation to the story and/or those featured in 

it? What unique lens, perspective, insights, or bias do you bring to the story – i.e., 

your values, interests, underlying assumptions, worldview, or motivations? 

 

 

Max 250 words / 2 mins  

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 
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* Creative Control 

Who has creative control and, if applicable, ownership of the project? 

 

 

50 words / 30 seconds 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 

 

* Community Care and Safety 

What are the guiding values or ethics of your storytelling practice of care? If relevant, 

please reflect on any known safety and security concerns throughout the lifecycle of 

your project — from development through distribution. Tell us how you plan to or 

have been mitigating any negative impacts or harm (emotional, physical, material, 

digital, etc.) on the participants, communities, and the project team. 

 

 

Max 500 words / 4 mins 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 
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STORYTELLER STATEMENT & PROJECT TIMELINE 

Please be aware - each section of this form must be fully completed before you can 

save and move onto another section, if you navigate away from this section before 

you have fully filled all required questions your responses will be deleted. 

* Storyteller statement 

Explain who you are as a storyteller, and if applicable, how this project is expanding 

or evolving your creative practice. What does success look like for you as an artist? 

What are the creative, professional, or holistic barriers and challenges you are 

facing? 

 

 

Max 500 words / 4 mins 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 

 

* Project stage and timeline 

Explain the current status of the project. Outline the projected production timeline 

from the project’s current state to the anticipated completion date. Your timeline 

should detail major project activities, production schedules, and anticipated post-

production and release dates. If you have applied to this fund previously, please 

share how your project has progressed. 

 

 

Max 500 words / 4 mins 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 
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AUDIENCE 

Please be aware - each section of this form must be fully completed before you can 

save and move onto another section, if you navigate away from this section before 

you have fully filled all required questions your responses will be deleted. 

 

* Audience Consideration 

Describe the audience you’d like your film to reach and why. How do you plan to 

reach your target audience? 

 

 

Max 200 words / 1 min 30 sec 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 

 

* Distribution and marketing 

Describe the intended distribution of your project. Specify any plans for festival, 

theatrical, and/or community screenings, as well as your plans for securing 

broadcast and/or distribution. How do you envision the relationship between the 

finished project and the participants and/or community being filmed, if relevant? Who 

will benefit from the project's release and how? 

 

 

Max 500 words / 4 mins 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 



 Page 10 

 

 

FINANCE 

Please be aware - each section of this form must be fully completed before you can 

save and move onto another section, if you navigate away from this section before 

you have fully filled all required questions your responses will be delete. 

 

* Fundraising Strategy and Finance Plan 

Please upload a finance plan.  Include all sources and amounts raised to date. 

Clearly distinguish between potential sources of funding and secured amounts. List 

the status of other sources of funding currently under consideration, whether to be 

applied for or pending, in negotiation or in process. 

 

Upload files here 

 

* Grant impact 

Should you receive a grant, describe how any granted funds would be spent and 

how the funds would help you move forward with your project. 

 

 

Max 500 words / 4 mins 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 
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* Total budget 

Please provide a breakdown of your project's projected expenses, from development 

through release, including a budget total. Provide budget notes for any areas that 

may be viewed as out of the ordinary or require further explanation. Please ensure 

that any accessibility costs are reflected in any requested additional access funds 

request. 

 

Upload files here 

 

* BFI Locked Box 

Prior to completing this application, do you have a BFI Locked Box? 

[  ] Yes 

[  ] No 

 

Do you currently have more than £20,000 in your BFI Locked Box? 

[  ] Yes 

[  ] No 

 

  



 Page 12 

 

 IMPACT AND ACCESSIBILITY 

Please be aware - each section of this form must be fully completed before you can 

save and move onto another section, if you navigate away from this section before 

you have fully filled all required questions your responses will be deleted. 

Accessibility 

This is an optional field. We recognise that the Diversity Standards will already 

contain some detail about this. If you would like to tell us more, please use this 

space. What are your plans to make your project accessible during production for 

D/deaf, blind/low vision, disabled, and neurodiverse crew and/or project participants, 

and also to make your project accessible to D/deaf, blind/low vision, disabled, and 

neurodiverse audiences?  

 

 

Max 500 words / 4 mins 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 

 

* Environmental Impact 

Please describe how your production processes will take into account and mitigate 

any environmental impacts. More information here  

 

 

Max 500 words / 4 mins 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 

 

https://wearealbert.org/production-handbook/
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Intended Impact 

This is an optional field not all projects need nor require an impact plan.  Articulate 

your vision for the influence or impact you hope the film will have on the participants, 

community, and/or broader society — be these social, cultural, political, or otherwise. 

What is your impact strategy and goals if you have determined them? If not, what 

steps are you taking to develop an impact campaign (i.e., how are you building 

partnerships with organisations or others leading or influencing change around the 

issues in the film)? Whose interests will your film serve and who will benefit and how 

— in both its production and distribution phases?  

 

Max 500 words / 4 mins 

 

Audio or Video Upload alternative available for this answer 

 

 

DECLARATIONS  

 

* General Conditions of National Lottery Funding Read Here 

Please tick to confirm that you have read and agree to abide by the BFI National 

Lottery Funding General Conditions. 

 

[  ] Yes 

 

* Authorised to Apply 

Please tick to confirm that you are authorised to make this application, accept a 

conditional offer and that you have the authority to repay the British Film Institute in 

the event of the conditions not being met. 

 

[  ] Yes 

 

https://www.bfi.org.uk/national-lottery-funding-general-conditions
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* Supporting Materials  

Please tick to confirm that you have read and understood the BFI Doc Society 

Fund’s application guidelines. You confirm that the information you have given on 

this application is true and correct. Any material you have sent to support your 

application is also true and correct. You will inform Doc Society immediately if this 

information or the supporting material needs to be updated. You give consent for 

Doc Society to provide copies of this form and any supporting materials to any 

person or organisation Doc Society wish to consult about your application.  

 

[  ] Yes 

 

*  Anti-Bullying and Harassment Policy Read Here 

We would like to encourage all organisations that apply to the BFI Doc Society Fund 

to have an anti- bullying and harassment policy in place. You can find the BFI’s 

principles and guidance in the link above.  

Please tick to confirm that you have, or intend to put in place, an anti-bullying and 

harassment policy for your organisation. 

 

[  ] Yes 

 

*  ID Checks  

The British Film Institute may use a credit reference agency to validate information 

you have provided in your application including an identity check on the people 

named in your application. This is not a credit check and will not affect the ability of 

those checked to receive credit from other organisations. The credit reference 

agency used may keep a record of the information and may disclose the fact that a 

search of its records was made to its other clients, in order to stop fraud. By 

submitting this application, you are providing your informed consent (permission) for 

the BFI to run such an identity verification check on the people named in your 

application, including its access, use and storage. If you have knowingly provided 

false or inaccurate information to us at any point, we may provide details to fraud 

prevention agencies. If you are a company this will include the names of the 

Company Directors at the time of the fraud. You must undertake to inform all 

Directors, Trustees and Committee members of this notice. 

  

Please tick to confirm that you have read and agree. 

 

[  ] Yes 

 

https://www.bfi.org.uk/about-bfi/policy-strategy/bullying-harassment-prevention
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*  Data Protection Read Here  

Part, or all, of the information you give us will be held on an internal grants 

management system for the administration of applications and awards. We may also 

use this information for the evaluation of our funds. We may provide copies of the 

information in confidence to further individuals or organisations who are helping us 

assess applications, directly managing other BFI programmes or monitoring funding. 

  

Please tick to confirm that you have read and agree to the BFI data protection policy. 

  

[  ] Yes 

 

* Conflict of Interest 

To ensure that measures can be introduced to prevent a conflict of interest arising 

between those assessing an application and the applicant, Doc Society is required to 

identify all relevant financial or personal interests that may exist between applicants 

and BFI Doc Society board members, advisory panels, sponsors, donors, partners or 

employees. A conflict of interest covers the interests of themselves, their partner, a 

close family member or a person with whom they have a close personal relationship, 

whether or not living in the same household.  

 

Do you or any of your colleagues on the project have a potential conflict of interest in 

relation to existing relationships with Doc Society or BFI staff or board members? 

 

[  ] Yes 

 

[  ] No 

 

If Yes - please provide details of the nature of the relationship (e.g. spouse, relative, 

financial interest).  

 

 

 

SUBMIT FORM 

 

Important – the second section of the online application form is a read-only copy of 

your Expression of Interest form which is there for reference only. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bfi.org.uk/bfi-privacy-policy
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